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was upon him, silenced the literary critics at once and for-
ever.

Since the month of July, 1885, there has appeared on the
other side of the Atlantic a set of military critics, of whom
General Wolseley, Commander of the British Army, must be
treated as the chief, who deny to General Grant the posses-
sion of superior military qualities, and who assert that Gen-
eral Lee was his superior in the contest which they carried
on from February; 1864, to April, 1865. On this side of
the Atlantic there is toleration, if not active and open sup-
port of General Wolseley's opinion.

General Wolseley is entitled to an opinion and to the ex-
pression of his opinion; but his authority cannot be ad-
mitted. On the practical side of military affairs his ex-
perience is a limited experience only.

It is not known that General Wolseley ever, in any
capacity, engaged in any battle that can be named in com-
parison with the battles of the Wilderness, with Spottsyl-
vania, with Cold Harbor, or the battle of Five Forks; and
it is certain that it was never his fortune to put one hundred
thousand men, or even fifty thousand men, into the wage
of battle and thus assume the responsibility of the con-
test.

It was never the necessity of the situation that General
Lee should assume the offensive, and in the two instances
where he did assume the offensive his campaigns were fail-
ures; and can any one doubt that if General Grant had
been in command either at Antietam or Gettysburg, the war
would then have come to an end on the left bank of the
Potomac River by the capture of Lee's army? If this be
so, then Lee's undertaking was a hazard for which there
could have been no justifying reason, and his escape from
destruction was due to the inadequacy of the men in com-
mand of the Northern armies. Following this remark I